More
Than
Wo rds 00

A Publication of Wycliffe Singapore ) MICA (P) No. 061/05/2008
www.wycliffe.org.sg Issue 6 March 2009

angladesh -
a land of

Opportunities

J " -
=Y % )
o™ Y
- -
F —
- = e -
Lr : .
- '
L .
LE
A " -l
, e
=
¥y

A United Witness ®* Empowered to Serve ® Learning to be an Instrument of Love
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You see them everywhere in Singapore. They
have been in the news especially when the
proposal to house them in dormitories in
the vicinity of a private estate caused a
strong reaction from the residents.
Bangladeshis. How much do we know of
them? What about their country? It is a
country with 152 million people. Out of 400
people groups in Bangladesh, 353 are
considered unreached by the Gospel. Only
21 of the groups have the Bible or New
Testament or portions of Scriptures.*

There is one other fact. Dhaka, its capital
city, is less than four hours from Singapore
by air. Would you want to go there on a

short-term trip? Teams can go in to engage local non-believers, spending weeks
learning about their worldviews and inviting all participants to analyse their
culture under the microscope of God’'s Word. What about engaging in long-term
service among Bangladeshis? They need God’s Word in their heart language. To
reach their hearts across linguistic and cultural barriers, time and sustained
effort are needed to encourage and develop relationships with national Christians
to fulfil the Great Commission in their context. If you want a God-led challenge
of a life time, read what others have done, and be inspired to pray for Bangladesh

and what He may want you to do.

* www.joshuaproject.net
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Empowered
to Serve

Less than one-half of one
percent of Bangladeshis call
themselves Christians, a fact
that makes Bangladesh one
of the least unevangelised,
neediest countries in the
world. In 2006, Wycliffe
Australia, recognising the urgency of
the task, launched Proshikkhon, a
short-term ministry trip that seeks to
equip national church leaders in
Bangladesh. The local leaders learn to
apply the Scriptures to their culture
and to use Bible storytelling for
evangelism and discipleship.

Through Proshikkhon, participants
come to understand the needs of the
thousands of unreached people groups
in the world as they relate to the
national church leaders in-country. By
modelling empowerment and the
priesthood of all believers, the ministry
hopes to shape the attitudes of both
local church leaders and Proshikkhon
participants to ministry for the rest of
their lives.

Proshikkhon participants receive a
variety of training in cross-cultural
communication in the month-long
programme. This includes training in
language learning, anthropology, orality
and Bible storytelling. The participants
also come to understand
contextualisation and the dangers of
syncretism.

Other than this, participants can get
to see first-hand the ministry of poverty
alleviation. In the words of the
Proshikkhon coordinator, “Most people
growing up in a Western society know
zilch about poverty. Bangladesh is a
shock experience.”

Those who take part in Proshikkhon meet
a Christian man named Elish, who works
with a non-government organisation
(NGO) which helps young girls in the
slums in the capital city, Dhaka. The life
of many girls stuck in this situation would
end up in forced child marriage or
reduced to prostitution.

This NGO gives these teenage girls an
education, so that they can be
empowered to serve other slum
dwellers. They are employed as teachers
in the slums, tutoring children from
four to seven to prepare them to enter
the school system. Even as they have
received the gift of literacy, they are
blessing others and receiving excellent
teacher training for themselves.

At the most recent Proshikkhon held
in January this year, a Bangladeshi
teenager named Alex had a life-
changing experience.

Alex’s father sent him to join the
Proshikkhon seminars against his will.
At about 1 a.m. on the first night Alex
let out a bloodcurdling scream.
Shouting at the top of his voice, he
woke the rest of the men in the
dormitory. Someone turned on a torch
and calmed him down and then they
prayed for him.

After breakfast that morning Alex learnt
his first Bible story. The next night was
a repeat performance of shouts and

Continues on page 8



A United Witnhess

An interview with Paul G., a Christian development
worker serving in Bangladesh since 2004.

1. What challenges does the
Bangladesh Advance Fellowship face?

The Bangladesh Advance Fellowship
supports three movement teams —
teams which exist to serve church,
missions and development partners as
those different networks of partners
serve the nations. To serve those
partners well, our members need, most
importantly, to live in deep, effective,
humble, empowering relationships.
With that in mind, the biggest
challenges we face are not political,
social or financial - they have to do with
our own hearts being open to God and
to our Bangladeshi brothers, sisters
and friends.

Of course, the Bangladesh context also
presents a lot of practical challenges
to us in our work. The socio-religious
environment and the ever-changing
political context certainly keep us alert
and attentive to day to day
developments. That said, the most
important challenges we face are in
continuously deepening and
broadening our relationships here in
response to the opportunities that God
gives us.

2. What are the plans of Bangladesh
Advance Fellowship for the next five
to ten years? What do you hope to
see the Lord do through the
organisation?

We are hoping that, before 2015, the
Lord will help us to be a part of a
number of positive developments in
Bangladesh. In relation to our missions
partners, we're hoping that, by 2015,
each language community in
Bangladesh will have a partnership of
Christian workers working for its
spiritual transformation - and we're
trusting that each of those partnerships
will use local language tools effectively
in their outreach. In relation to our
development partners, we are hoping
that, by 2015, each language
community in Bangladesh will have
organised its own "language and
development committee” which will be
helping the community to achieve its
development goals. Finally, in relation
to our church partners, we have a goal
of helping, by 2015, every major
denomination to establish a healthy
and active missions sending
programme by which Bangladeshi
Christian workers are reaching out
effectively to the nations.



3. Are people in Bangladesh
receptive to Bible Translation?

Many language communities are keenly
interested in spiritual things.
Unfortunately, witness for Christ,
especially in smaller language
communities, hasn't always been
united and clear and hasn't always
been in the most appropriate language.
In other words the spread of the gospel
has often been hampered by disunity
between churches and evangelists
reaching out within communities and
also by the use of national language
rather than local languages. In our
team's few years of experience here in
Bangladesh we have found that when
Christian witness is united and is in
the most appropriate language, the
gospel spreads quickly in new
communities.

“... when Christian witness
is united and is in the most

appropriate language, the

gospel spreads quickly in new

communities.”

4. How can Christians pray for the
ministry there? How can they
contribute to the work there?

I hope that Christians would pray for
deep, effective discipleship
relationships for members of
Bangladesh Advance Fellowship. Pray
for many, many Bangladeshi people to
be joining - and, increasingly, leading
- the movements that our fellowship is
serving. Pray for members of every
Bangladeshi language community to
get involved in helping their community
achieve its development goals. Pray
for unity and local language awareness
for all Christian workers serving
Bangladesh's language communities.
Finally, pray that every church in
Bangladesh would receive a clear
missionary call and would respond with
self-sacrificial determination and
effectiveness.



Sitting at the rear end of the craft on
my way to Dhaka, [ was practising the
Bangla letters when a voice interrupted,
“You are writing Bangla letters!” I
looked up and saw a Bangladeshi man
smiling curiously. “Why are you learning
my language and coming to
Bangladesh? Usually we are the ones
who try to learn English so that we can
get out of this country and get a better
life...” His questions were like echoes
of the many questions I received from
my friends and family when they knew
[ wanted to go to Bangladesh for a 10-
week short term experience.

“Why are you
learning my
language and
coming to
Bangladesh?
Usually we are
the ones who try
to learn English
so that we can

get out of this

country and get
a better life...”

Bangladesh is not unfamiliar to me
because a big percentage of foreign
workers in Singapore’s construction
industry comes from this country. Yet,
compared to its neighbours that are
often in the limelight, Bangladesh is,
to me, a much neglected country
waiting to be explored.

My first impression of Dhaka, the
capital of Bangladesh, was that it was
very much like any other developing
cities in Asia. There were high-rise
buildings and construction works
everywhere. The roads were buzzing




even the New Testament in their own
mother tongues. To date, there are
about 40 minority language groups in
Bangladesh. While literacy projects
have begun in some language groups,
they are short-handed and more
workers are needed to join in their
development work.

During my stay there, I also had the
. rtunity to attend various training



